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Courage to Hope

in the Christmas story, Zechariah and 

placed their hopes in God.

Courage to Trust

Courage Lost

Courage to Believe

Courage to Follow

becoming the father of the Son of God, 

King Herod had many soldiers to protect 

The Star. 

-
spective.

-

season approaches.

Enjoy the Movie
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Close your eyes for a minute and think 
about something you want really badly. 

a certain job.  

too old. 

Fun Facts
Not having a child can be 

extremely painful for any 

couple. But in Bible times, 

people thought that God kept 

couples from having children 

because they had disobeyed 

Him or made Him angry. This 

was especially troublesome 

for Zechariah because he was 

a priest! But God doesn’t see 

things the way humans do. He 

knew Zechariah and Elizabeth 

loved and obeyed Him, and 

He knew He had a special 

plan for them.

Zechariah was struck mute 

because he didn’t believe 

what the angel told him 

about his coming son.

Courage to Hope

Zechariah 
& Elizabeth

or a minute and think
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Zechariah & Elizabeth

DISCUSSIONS Luke 1:5-7

belonged to the priestly 

-
scendant of Aaron. 

-

commands and decrees 
blamelessly. 

able to conceive, and they 

Luke 1:23-25

home. 

-
beth became pregnant and 

my disgrace among the 

Zechariah didn’t believe what 

the angel said was truly going 

to happen. Has anyone told you 

something was going to happen 

that you found hard to believe? 

How did you feel when it really 

did happen? The Star

11/10 1
bethlehem

1

Courage to Hope

John the Baptist

It takes courage to 
put your hope in God.

11/10 1
bethlehemhem

Courage to Hope

What does the word courage 

mean to you? How did Elizabeth 

and Zechariah show courage in 

the story of the birth of John?
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FAMILY FUN
Set a timer and try spending a 
period of time communicating 
completely without talking. 

After the timer goes off, discuss the 

2

3

1

Draw a picture of something that 
you had to wait for a long time 

4

Did You
Know?

Zechariah 
& Elizabeth

try spending a 
communicating 
hout talking. 

es off, discuss thee 

ZZZZZZZZZZZeeeeecchhhhhhaaaaarrrriiiiaaah 
&&&&&& EEEEEllllliiiiizzzaabbbeth

Make a writing tablet 
or poster that says 
“His Name is John”.

Tell the stories of how your 
children’s names were chosen, 
as well as yours or other family 
members if you know them.
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Do you know a teenage girl? Maybe a sister 
or cousin or friend.  

-

-
 

-

Fun Facts

miracle, the turning of water 

into wine.

Courage to Trust

Mary was present at both 

Jesus’ birth and at his death. 

Since Joseph is not mentioned 

she is almost surely the only 

person who witnessed both 

events.

Mary
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MaryDISCUSSIONS Luke 1:26-38
-

in Galilee

-
ried to a man named Joseph, a 

called the Son of the Most High. 

throne of his father David. 

of God.

is going to have a child in her old 

month. 

her.

Why do you think God 

chose a young girl to be 

the mother of His Son, 

rather than an older 

woman?

Can you think of some times that 

you obeyed God, even when it was 

An Angel Visit

Strange or Foolish

seemed strange or even foolish.

It takes 
courage 
to trust 
in God.

Mary was afraid when the angel appeared to her and gave her the 

news that she would give birth to the Son of God. But very quickly, she 

showed courage in following God’s plan. What did she say before the 

angel left her? (See Luke 1:38.)
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Study some marriage traditions 

in different areas of the world. 

Compare them to marriage 

traditions in your country.

Use an encyclopedia, a 
Bible dictionary, or an 
Internet search to learn about 
how children were taught in 

to school in modern times. 

FAMILY FUN

out how old they were when 
they got married. Create a 

graph. What were the most common 

2

3

1

Make an angel by cutting out 
shapes. Use a pink, tan, or brown 
circle for the head, a white triangle 
for the body, and white rectangles 
for the arms. Then trace your hands 
onto yellow or gold paper and cut 
them out to use as wings.

4

Mary

ome marriage traditions 

rent areas of the world. 

are them to marriage 

tions in your country.
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Do you remember Joseph, the man who 
was engaged to Mary? 

Fun Facts

Although Mary is mentioned 

several times after Jesus be-

gins His ministry, Joseph is not.

Joseph has no recorded words 

in the Bible.

Courage to Believe

Although the word “carpenter” 

brings to mind someone who 

builds houses, Joseph likely made 

tools and furniture, as well as 

perhaps building houses.

Joseph
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The Star

11/10 1
bethlehem

1

JosephDISCUSSIONS
Matthew 1:18-25

Holy Spirit. 

-

appeared to him in a dream and 

conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 

to a son. And he gave him the 

Has anyone ever told 
you something that 
really happened, but 
was hard to believe?

How do you think Joseph felt 

when he was told about Jesus?

An Angel Visit

Parenting

It takes courage 
to believe in God.

The Star

11/10 1
bethlehemhem

1

was hard to believe?

An Angel Visit

Joseph was faithful to the law, 
faithful to God, and faithful to 
Mary. He believed the angel 
and named the baby Jesus. 
Why was it important for 
Joseph to give the baby that 
name? (See Matthew 1:21.)
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On a map, trace the route Joseph 

and Mary would have taken 

from Nazareth to Bethlehem.

FAMILY FUN
Make an angel puppet using 
a circle of construction paper 

folded in half for the body, and 
doilies for the wings. Attach to a pop-
sicle stick.

2

3

1

Draw a picture of 
a dream that you 

4

Joseph

Write a story about Mary’s 
announcement and Joseph’s 

Joseph’s perspective.
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We like to talk about what it looks like 
when people have courage. 

-

-

Fun Facts

The King Herod of the Christmas 

story and the Herod who ordered 

John the Baptist to be killed were 

two different men. 

rulers that were all called Herod, 

but are distinguished by a second 

name, including Herod Antipas 

and two Herod Agrippas.

Courage Lost

King
Herod
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The Star

11/10 1
bethlehem

1

King Herod
DISCUSSIONS Matthew 2:1-12

-

King Herod, Magi from the east 

-

report to me, so that I too may go 

myrrh. 

King Herod was afraid that 
someone else was going to 
take away his power. 
Wanting power does not 
make a good ruler. 
What are some 
qualities of a good ruler?

Lack of Courage

right.

Government

It takes 
courage to 
have faith 
in God.

11/1

qualities of a good ruler?uler?

What are some other words 
to describe someone who 
does not have courage?

report to m
King Herod pretended he wanted to worship 
the newborn king, but he really wanted to 
hurt him. How did the wise men know not 
to go back and tell King Herod where they’d 
found Jesus? (See Matthew 2:12.)
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Cut yellow paper into the shape 
of a crown, then decorate with 

stickers, crayons, or sequins.

Create papers with situations that 
a king might face. As a family, 
draw one situation at a time and 
discuss how to handle the situation 
with courage, and how to handle 
it without courage.

FAMILY FUN
Make a list of some other 

rulers in the Bible and/or in 

history. Categorize them as 

courageous rulers or rulers without 

courage. Discuss why.

2

3

1

Use beads to 
make jewelry that 
a king might wear.

King
Herod

rst Christmas

per into the shape 
hen decorate with 
yons, or sequins.

Create pape
a king migh
draw one sit
discuss how 
with courag
it without co

Use
ma
a ki

4
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Sometimes things do not 
go according to plan. 

-

going.

Fun Facts

While tradition tells us that there 

were three wise men since there 

were three types of gifts given 

to Baby Jesus, the Bible does not 

actually say how many wise men 

traveled to Bethlehem. 

Unlike most Nativity scenes you 

see, the wise men and the shep-

herds did not visit the Holy Fami-

ly at the same time.

Courage to Follow

The Holy Family was most likely 

in a house or guest room by the 

time the wise men arrived to 

visit Baby Jesus, who may have 

been as much as two years old.

Wise
Men
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Wise MenDISCUSSIONS Matthew 2:1-12
-

King Herod, Magi from the east 

-

report to me, so that I too may go 

myrrh. 

Why do you think the 

wise men chose to travel 

many miles to visit Jesus?

God Supplies!

Long Journey

has been sent by God on a long 

It takes 
courage to 
follow God.

report tothink the 

ose to travel 

oo vivivivissis t t JeJesusus?s?

i !

Imagine that you are going on a long 
trip and can’t take a car, train, or plane. 
How would you get there? What would 
you need to take with you?

The wise men followed the star and ended up 

at the palace in Jerusalem. But when they left 

King Herod, the star led them to baby Jesus in 

Bethlehem. How did the wise men feel when 

they saw the star? (See Matthew 2:10.)
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Find Bethlehem on a 

map. Now, move your 

What are some of the 

places the wise men could 

have traveled from?

Use glue to create a star shape on 
waxed paper, then cover it with 
gold glitter. After it dries, gently 
peel it from the paper and attach 
a string to it to hang it in the win-
dow or on your tree.

FAMILY FUN
The wise men brought gifts that 

on their journey to Egypt. As a 
family, come up with someone 

who you could bless with a special gift. 
Maybe someone who has had a hard 
time or needs encouragement. 

2

3

1

Read a book about stars. 
Compare the information 
in the book with what the 
Bible says about the 
Christmas star.

4

Wise
Men
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he 
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have traveled from?
Compare the info
in the book with w
Bible says about th
Christmas star.
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